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Desmond Francis Reardon
 Beloved husband of  Margaret  

Loved father of  Cathy and Greg 
Loved father-in-law of  George and Gabby 
Loved Papa Des of  Nicholas and Emily;  

Liam and Patrick
 

Pall Bearers:
Patrick Reardon
Liam Reardon

Nicholas Nassios
Greg Reardon

Celebrant: Rev Michael O’Connell
Cantor: John Caddy

Accompanist: Val Embling



ENTRANCE HYMN   Come As You Are (Deidre Brown)

Come as you are. That’s how I want you.
Come as you are. Feel quite at home.
Close to my heart, Loved and forgiven,
Come as you are, Why stand alone.

No need to fear, Love sets no limits,
No need to fear, Love never ends.
Don’t run away, Shamed and disheartened
Rest in my love, Trust me again.

I came to call sinners, Not just the virtuous,
I came to bring peace, Not to condemn.
Each time you fail, To live by my promise,
Why do you think I’d love you the less.

Come as you are, That’s how I love you,
Come as you are, Trust me again.
Nothing can change the love that I bear you,
All will be well, Come as you are.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY RITES       

Celebrant: In the name of  the Father, and of  the Son and of  
   the Holy Spirit.

All:   Amen.

Celebrant: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, 
   and the communion of  the Holy spirit be with you all.

All:   And with your spirit.



LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE  
  

REMEMBRANCE OF DES’ BAPTISM

Symbols to be placed on the coffin by Emily Nassios and Susan Gangi

Symbols of  Baptism:  Water, Pall and Easter Candle

Symbol of  Des’ Faith:  Rosary beads

PENITENTIAL RITE

Celebrant: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and 
   so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.   
All:   Lord have mercy.
Celebrant: Christ, have mercy.   
All:   Christ have mercy.
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.   
All:   Lord have mercy.

Celebrant: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our 
   sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 

All:   Amen.



OPENING PRAYER

Celebrant:  O God, almighty Father, our faith professes that your 
   son died and rose again; mercifully grant, that through  
   this mystery your servant Des, who has fallen 
   asleep in Christ, may rejoice to rise again through 
   him. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  the 
   Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

All:   Amen.  (sit)

EULOGY  Greg Reardon and Nicholas Nassios



LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING   Liam Reardon

  A reading from the letter of  St. Paul to Timothy 
  (2: 6 – 8)    
  

The time has come for me to be gone.
I have fought a good fight to the end;
I have run the life to the finish;
 I have kept the faith:  
All there is to come now is the crown of  
Righteousness reserved for me,   
Which the Lord, the righteous judge,  
Will live me on that Day:    
And not only to me but to all those   
Who have longed for His Appearing.
 
This is the Word of  the Lord 

All:   Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Sung by Cantor (Psalm 23) 



SECOND READING   Patrick Reardon

  A reading from the letter of  St Paul to the Romans
  (14: 7 – 12)

Alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.
The life and death of  each of  us has its influence on others: 
If  we live, we live for the Lord: 
And if  we die, we die for the Lord. 
This explains why Christ both died and came to life, 
It was so that He might be Lord both of  the dead and the living. 
We shall all have to stand before the judgement seat of  God; 
As the Scripture says: 
Be my life-it is the Lord who speaks- every knee shall bend before 
me, And every tongue shall praise God. 
It is God, therefore, that each of  us must give an account 
of  himself.

This is the Word of  the Lord.

All:   Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung by Cantor

Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy are those who have died in the Lord;
let them rest their labours 
for their good deeds go with them.
Alleluia, alleluia!



GOSPEL John 14: 1 – 6  Fr. Michael 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
All:   And with your spirit.
Celebrant:  A reading from the book of  John.
All:   Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel According to John (14:1-6)

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many places. If  there were not, would I have 
told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?   
And if  I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 
and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be. 
Where I am going, you know the way.’

Thomas said to him, ‘Master, we do not know where you  
are going. How can we know where you are going? How can 
we know the way?’

Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.’
This is the Gospel of  the Lord.

All:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY Fr. Michael



PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
   
Cathy Nassios and George Nassios

Celebrant:  God of  our journeying, we come to you in trust,
   knowing that you will hear us in these prayers today.

Cathy:   We give thanks for the life of  Des; A loving husband,
   father, father-in-law, grandfather and friend. 
   Des’ goodness and determination greatly enriched 
   the lives of  all who knew him. Lord, hear us.

All:    Lord, hear our prayer.

Cathy:   We give thanks for Des and Margaret’s love and
   commitment to each other and to their family through 54 
   years of  marriage. We thank Margaret for her dedication 
   and the love and support given to Des during his 
   recent illness. Lord, hear us.

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Cathy :   We ask to bless Des’ family and friends, may we all 
   continue to support each other during this difficult time 
   without Des. Lord, hear us.

All:    Lord, hear our prayer.



George:   We pray for our many family members and friends 
   who have gone before us, especially Des’ parents Frank 
   and Gert, and members of  the Reardon and Power 
   families. May they all be reunited in God’s everlasting 
   peace. Lord, hear us.

All:    Lord, hear our prayer.

George:   We pray for the wider community during these uncertain
   times of  Covid-19, protect us from harm and comfort 
   those in need. Inspire the medical researchers who are 
   working to find an effective vaccine. Lord, hear us.

All:    Lord, hear our prayer. 

George:   We thank you for all those who dedicate lives to care for 
   the sick. Give them the strength to continue their work, 
   particularly the caring and dedicated doctors and nurses 
   at the Olivia Newton John Centre and Austin Hospital 
   who cared for Des. Lord, hear us.

All:    Lord, hear our prayer. 



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

OFFERTORY MUSIC  Isaiah 49 – I Will Never Forget You

Celebrant: Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be
   acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

All:		 	 May	the	Lord	accept	the	sacrifice	at	your	hands	
   for the praise and glory of  his name, for our good 
   and the good of  all his holy Church.  

(stand)

PRAYERS OVER THE GIFTS

Celebrant :  As we humbly present to you these sacrificial offerings, 
   O Lord, for the salvation of  your servant Des, we 
   beseech your mercy, that he who did not doubt your Son 
   to be a loving Saviour, may find in him a merciful judge. 
   Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

All:   Amen.



     PREFACE

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
All:   And with your spirit.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:   It is right and just.

Celebrant: It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,    
   always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, 
   holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
   through Christ our Lord.

   In him the hope of  blessed resurrection has dawned, 
   that those saddened by the certainty of  dying might 
   be consoled by the promise of  immortality to come. 
   Indeed for your faithful, Lord, life is changed 
   not ended, and when this earthly dwelling turns to dust, 
   an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in heaven.

   And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and 
   Dominions, and with all the hosts and Powers of  heaven, 
   we sing the hymn of  your glory, as without end 
   we acclaim:

All:   Holy, holy, holy Lord God of  hosts.
   Heaven and earth are full of  your glory.
   Hosanna in the highest.
   Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.  
   Hosanna in the highest. (kneel)



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II

Celebrant: You are indeed Holy, O Lord, the fount of  all holiness. 
   Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray, by sending 
   down your Spirit upon them like the dew fall, so that they 
   may become for us the Body and Blood of  our Lord 
   Jesus Christ. At the time he was betrayed and entered 
   willingly into his Passion, he took bread and, giving thanks, 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

   TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
   FOR THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH WILL BE GIVEN 
   UP FOR YOU.
   
   In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the 
   chalice and, once more giving thanks, he gave it to his 
   disciples, saying: 

   TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
    FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
   THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL 
   COVENANT, WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT 
   FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE
   FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
   DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.  



Celebrant:  The mystery of  faith:

All:    We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess
    your Resurrection until you come again.

Celebrant: Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of  his Death 
   and Resurrection, we offer you, Lord, the Bread of  life 
   and the Chalice of  salvation, giving thanks that you
   have held us worthy to be in your presence and minister
   to you. Humbly we pray that, partaking of  the Body and 
   Blood of  Christ, we may be gathered into one by the 
   Holy Spirit.

Remember, Lord, your Church, spread throughout the 
world, and bring her to the fullness of  charity, together 
with Francis our Pope and all the clergy.

Remember your servant Des whom you have called from 
this world to yourself. Grant that he who was united with 
your Son in a death like his, may also be one with him in 
his Resurrection.

Remember also our brothers and sisters who have fallen 
asleep in the hope of  the resurrection, and all who have 
died in your mercy: welcome them into the light of  your 
face. 

Have mercy on us all, we pray, that with the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of  God, with the blessed Apostles, 
and all the Saints who have pleased you throughout the 
ages, we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life, and may 
praise and glorify you through your Son, Jesus Christ.



Through him and with him, and in him, O God, 
almighty Father, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honour is yours for ever and ever.

All:   Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant: At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, 
   we dare to say:

All:    Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  
   Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread,  
   and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
   and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.

Celebrant: Deliver us Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant  
   us peace in our days, that, by the help of  your mercy, 
   we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress 
   as we await the blessed hope and the coming of  our 
   Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

All:   For the kingdom, the power and the glory are
   yours, now and forever.



Celebrant: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles:
   Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look not on our 
   sins, but on the faith of  your Church, and graciously grant 
   her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who 
   lives and reigns for ever and ever.

All:   Amen.

Celebrant:  The peace of  the Lord be with you always.
All:   And with your spirit.

COMMUNION

All:    Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world: 
   have mercy on us, 
   Lamb of  God you take away the sins of  the world: 
   have mercy on us. 
   Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world: 
   grant us peace. 

Celebrant:  Behold the Lamb of  God, behold him who takes away 
   the sins of  the world. Blessed are those called to the 
   supper of  the Lamb.

All:    Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
   under my roof, but only say the word and my 
   soul shall be healed.



Communion Special Minister Gabby Reardon

COMMUNION HYMN   Here I Am Lord (Daniel L. Schutte)
       

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Celebrant:  Let us pray. Lord God, whose Son left us in the Sacrament 
   of  his body, food for the journey, mercifully grant that,   
   strengthened by it, our brother Des may come to 
   the eternal table of  Christ. Who lives and reigns for 
   ever and ever.

All:    Amen.

REFLECTION      ‘Carrickfergus’ (The Celtic Orchestra)
        Photo remembrance of  Des’ life
   

SONG OF FAREWELL

Celebrant: Saints of  God, come to his aid! Hasten to meet him, 
   angels of  the Lord.

All:   Receive his soul and present him to God the
   Most High.

Celebrant: May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; 
   may angels lead you to Abraham’s side.

All:   Receive his soul and present him to God the 
   Most High.



Celebrant: Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let 
   perpetual light shine upon him.

All:   Receive his soul and present him to God the 
   Most High.

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION

Celebrant:  Into your hands, Father of  mercies, we commend our
   brother Des, in the sure and certain hope that,
   together with all who have died in Christ, he will rise 
   with Him on the last day.              

   Merciful Lord, turn to us and listen to our prayers, open  
   the gates of  paradise to your servant and help us who
   remain to comfort one another with the assurances of
   faith, until we all meet in Christ and are with you and 
   with our brother for ever.
 
All:    Amen.

Celebrant:  May the angels lead you into paradise, 
   may the martyrs come to welcome you 
   and take you into the holy city, the new and     
   eternal Jerusalem. Eternal rest grant unto him, 
   Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. 
   May he rest in peace.

All:    Amen.



RECESSIONAL MUSIC   Be Not Afraid (John Michael Talbot)

 
You shall cross the barren desert, 
but you shall not die of  thirst
You shall wander far in safety 
though you do not know the way
You shall speak your words in foreign lands 
and all will understand
You shall see the face of  God and live

(Chorus)
Be not afraid
I go before you always
Come follow me, and
I will give you rest

If  you pass through raging waters in the sea, 
you shall not drown
If  you walk amid the burning flames,
you shall not be harmed
If  you stand before the power of  hell 
and death is at your side, know that
I am with you through it all

Blessed are your poor, 
for the kingdom shall be theirs
Blessed are you that weep and mourn, 
for one day you shall laugh
And if  wicked men insult and hate you 
all because of  me,
Blessed, blessed are you!

(Chorus)



Des’ life

1941 —  Desmond Francis Reardon was born. His parents were 
Francis Michael Reardon & Gertrude Angela Sutton. They 
live at Moubray Street Albert Park.

1946 —  Des starts school at the Good Shepherd Convent, Middle 
Park. Later attends Christian Brothers College Middle Park. 

1947 —  Became a member of  the South Melbourne Football Club 
(later Sydney Swans) a membership he held continuously for 
73 years!

1957 —  Transfers to Parade College, East Melbourne to complete 
leaving and matric.

1959 —  Des commences work as at the Tax Department. During this 
time he completes his accountancy degree night school at 
Christian Brothers College, North Melbourne.

1964 —  Des meets Margaret Power.

1966 —  On Saturday 12th March, Des marries Margaret at Our 
Lady of  Lourdes Church, Thornbury.  
They move into their home in Rosanna where they live for 
the next 54 years.



1967 —  Baby Catherine Suzanne is born.

1968 —  Baby Gregory Desmond is born. 

1995— Cathy marries George Nassios in April and Greg marries 
Gabby Harrison in August.

1996 —  Des retires, after working at the Tax Department for 37 
years.  

1996—2001  Des and Margaret’s four grandchildren arrive; Nicholas and 
Emily Nassios, and Liam and Patrick Reardon.

1998 —  Gert, Des’ mother passes away. 

2004 —  Frank, Des’ father passes away. 

2016 —  Des and Margaret celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. 



May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields 

and until we meet again,
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

(Traditional Gaelic Blessing)





The Reardon and Nassios families sincerely
thank you for your support and prayers.

The burial will be held following mass  
at the Eltham Cemetery, Mt Pleasant Road 

Eltham 3095 (off Main Road Eltham)
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