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Monday 6th September 2021
Priest: Father Paul Castley

In loving memory of

Alexander John MacDonald
20 /01 /1968  -  28 /08 /2021
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Greeting

Father Paul: May the Father of mercies, the God of all consolation, 
be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Sprinkle Holy Water

Father Paul: In the waters of baptism Alex died with Christ and rose 
with him to new life. May he now share with him eternal glory.

Placing of the pall

Entrance Antiphon

Father Paul: Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon him. 

Christian Symbol

Father Paul: In baptism Alex received the sign of the Cross.
All: May he now share in Christ’s victory over sin and death.

Collect

Father Paul: Almighty God and Father, it is our certain faith
that your Son, who died on the Cross, was raised from the dead, the 
first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep.

Grant that through this mystery your servant Alex, who has gone to 
his/her rest in Christ, may share in the joy of his resurrection.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All: Amen.
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Reading

A reading from St, Paul to the Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Father Paul:
We want you to be quite certain, friends, about those who have 
died, to make sure that you do not grieve about them, like the other 
people who have no hope. 

We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same 
for those who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him. 

We can tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that any of us who 
are left alive until the Lord’s coming will not have any advantage over 
those who have died. 

At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel will call out the 
command and the Lord himself will come down from heaven; those 
who have died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then those of us 
who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds, together with them; 
to meet the Lord in the air. 

So we shall stay with the Lord forever. With such thoughts as these 
you should comfort one another.

Paslm 23

Father Paul: 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters. 

He restores my soul.

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me.

Monday 6 September 2021



3

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

All: The Lord is my shepherd I lack nothing

The Gospel of John 14: 1-6

Father Paul: 
Jesus comforts his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You 
believe in God[; believe also in me. 
My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have 
told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so 
how can we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.

Homily

Father Paul

Prayers of the Faithful

Clare Gill and John Casey 

Bless Alex’s community of friends and family may they find the 
strength to move forward and carry his light in their hearts as a 
warm glow of the beautiful soul he was – a soul that will guide their 
journey in this world.
Lord hear us

All: Lord hear our prayer
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Prayers of the Faithful. Continued

Bless all lovers of animals and God’s creatures, all Alex’s animals, 
horses and his cats: GG and Tora – give us the strength to care for 
all  creatures of this earth as Alex joins all his animals that have gone 
before him on the infinite pasture that is the kingdom of heaven
Lord hear us

All: Lord hear our prayer

Bless Alex’s nieces and nephews, may they embody the lessons of 
humility, dignity and grace they learnt from their uncle so that they 
may be good people though this life. 
Lord hear us

All: Lord hear our pray

Bless Dream, the light of his soul, may she have a full life with him in 
her heart, find strength from his deep love and unwavering devotion 
and know that he left this world truly and deeply loved. Bless 
Dream’s family who while not all here in person will be together 
again soon to share a warm embrace.
Lord hear us

All: Lord hear our pray

Bless Alex’s parents Brian and Geraldine as they find comfort in the 
life that was their son’s. A man of strength, community, intellect and 
justice. A life they should be so very proud of.
Lord hear us

All: Lord hear our pray

Father Paul: God, our shelter and our strength, you listen in love to 
the cry of your people: hear the prayers we offer for our departed 
brothers and sisters. Cleanse them of their sins and grant them the 
fullness of redemption. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation: but 
deliver us from evil.
Amen

Eulogy

Genevieve MacDonald: Sister

Alex’s life in pictures

Invitation to Prayer

Father Paul: Before we go our separate ways, let us take our leave of 
Alex. May our farewell express our affection for him; may it ease our 
sadness and strengthen our hope.
One day we shall joyfully greet him again when the love of Christ,
which conquers all things, destroys even death itself.

Signs of Farewell

Song of Farewell 

Father Paul: Saints of God, come to his aid!
Hasten to meet him angels of the Lord!
All: Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.

Father Paul: May Christ, who called you, take you to himself;
may angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham.
All: Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.

Father Paul: Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon him.
All: Receive his/her soul and present him to God the Most High.
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Prayer of Commendation

Father Paul: Into your hands, Father of mercies, we commend our 
Alex, in the sure and certain hope that, together with all who have 
died in Christ, he will rise with him on the last day.

We give you thanks for the blessings which you have bestowed 
upon Alex in this life: they are signs to us of your goodness and of 
our fellowship with the saints in Christ.

Merciful Lord, turn toward us and listen to our prayers: open the 
gates of paradise to your servant and help us who remain to 
comfort one another with assurances of faith, until we all meet in 
Christ and are with you and with our Alex forever.

All: Amen!
 

Monday 6 September 2021



7

THANK YOU

Dream, Brian, Geraldine, Katrina, Genevieve and 
Clare, thank you for your presence here and online 
and for the love and sympathy you have offered us.  
May you stay safe through these difficult times and 
carry Alex’s spirit and love with you always.

Final Song: The House of MacDonald
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