Mass of Thanksgiving for the
Life of

Reginald Joseph Whiting

30th April 1922 - 2nd November 2021
St Oliver’s Church, Pascoe Vale
Friday 12th November 2021 at 1.00 pm
Celebrant: Fr. James Puppady
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Here I am Lord

I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard My people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin,
My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear My light to them?
Whom shall I send?
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord?
I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if You lead me.
I will hold Your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them,
My hand will save
Finest bread I will provide,
Till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give My life to them,
Whom shall I send?
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord?
I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if You lead me.
I will hold Your people in my heart.
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Celebrant: In the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.
Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All:
And with your spirit.
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Lighting of the Pascal Candle

Carmel

Celebrant: In Baptism, Reg received the light of Christ. Throughout
his life he has kept this flame of faith alive in his heart.
All:
May Reg now share eternal light and life.

Sprinkling with Holy Water
Celebrant: In the waters of Baptism, Reg died with Christ and
rose with him to new life.
All:
May Reg now share with him eternal life.
Placing of the Pall

Mary & Lawrence

Celebrant: On the day of Reg’s Baptism, he was robed in white.
As we now robe him with this white pall we pray:
All:
May Christ now enfold Reg in his love and clothe him in
bright glory.
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Bernard, Kevin and Cecilia Whiting
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Celebrant: Into your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust Reg.
In this life you embraced him with your tender love;
deliver him now from every evil and bid him enter eternal
rest. The old order has passed away: welcome him then
into paradise, where there will be no sorrow, no weeping
nor pain, but the fullness of peace and joy with your Son
and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
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Teresa

A reading from the Book of Revelation (14:13)
I heard a voice from heaven say to me,
Happy are those who die in the Lord!
Happy indeed, the Spirit says;
Now they can rest forever after their work,
Since their good deeds go with them.
The Word of the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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Sung: Crimond, lead by Angela
1. The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.
2. My soul He doth restore again;
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
Even for His own Name’s sake.
3. Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me; and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.
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Barbara

A reading from the letter of Paul to Timothy. Chapter 4:7-8
The time of my departure has come.
I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award me on that Day,
and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
The Word of the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.

G����� A����������
All:

Alleluia, alleluia!
I rejoiced when I heard them say
“Let us go to the House of the Lord!”
Alleluia!
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John 14: 1-6

Celebrant:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Celebrant:
All:

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Trust in God still, and trust in me. There are many rooms in my
Father’s house; if there were not, I should have told you.
I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and
prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me, so that
where I am you may be too. You know the way to the place where
I am going”.
Thomas said, “Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how
can we know the way?” Jesus said: “I am the Way, the Truth and
the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”
The Gospel of the Lord
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Fr James Puppady
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Celebrant: As we gather here today to thank and praise God for the
life and love of Reg we ask God to receive the prayers we
make in faith.
Reader:

Peter Lancaster
Lord, we thank you for Grandpa Reg’s life. We thank you
for his love, devotion and the values that he modelled as
husband, father, Grandpa and friend. He always showed
great love for his wife Nana Joyce, and for all of his family.
May his humility and many qualities guide us throughout
our lives. We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord hear our prayer.

Reader:

Leigh Whiting
We give thanks for the gift of Mary, who so generously
and lovingly, cared for Grandpa for the last nine years.
May we all truly appreciate the care she showed Grandpa,
and may she understand how much we appreciate her
kindness and selflessness. We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord hear our prayer.

Reader:

Geoffrey Whiting
Grandpa’s family was precious to him. We pray for his
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. May they
feel the healing power of Christ as they come to terms with
his passing, and may they grow knowing the love of God,
as demonstrated by Grandpa’s faith and life.
We pray to the lord.

All:

Lord hear our prayer.

Reader:

Stephanie Limm
We treasure the times we shared with Grandpa. He always
opened his house and heart to us, our families and friends.
May his gifts of hospitality and generosity be an example
to us all. We also remember Nana Joyce; now re-united with
Grandpa. May God bring them, and all of our deceased family
and friends, into the light of his presence.
We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord hear our prayer.

Reader:

Alex Limm
We pray for those whose lives have been touched by
Grandpa, both those who are here and those who
unfortunately were not able to be with us today. May his
faith, gentleness, quiet strength and devotion to family,
continue to be an inspiration to us all.
We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Lord, hear our prayers and strengthen our hope that
Reg will share in the resurrection of Jesus.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:

Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
O��������

Instrumental music - Angela
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Be Still My Soul (Finlandia)

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side;
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
leave to thy God to order and provide;
in ev'ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav'nly Friend
thro' thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart,
and all is darkened in the veil of tears,
then shalt thou better know His love, His heart,
who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears.
Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay
from His own fullness all He takes away.

CONCLUDING RITES
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Celebrant: Trusting in God, we have prayed together for Reg and
now we come to the last farewell.
There is sadness in parting, but we take comfort in the
hope that one day we shall see our brother again and
enjoy his friendship.
Although the congregation will disperse in sorrow, the
mercy of God will gather us together again in the joy of his
Kingdom. Therefore, let us console one another in the
faith of Jesus Christ.
Celebrant: Saints of God, come to his aid!
Come to meet him, Angels of the Lord!
All:

Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.

Celebrant: May Christ, who called you, take you to himself,
may angels lead you to Abraham’s side.
All:

Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.

Celebrant: Give him eternal rest, O Lord,
and may your light shine upon him forever.
All:

Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.

Celebrant:

Into your hands, Father of mercies, we commend our
brother Reg in the sure and certain hope that, together
with all who have died in Christ, he will rise with Him
on the last day. Merciful Lord, turn to us and listen to our
prayers; open the gates of paradise to your servant and
help us to remain to comfort one another with the
assurances of faith, until we all meet in Christ and are
with You and with our brother for ever.

All:

Amen.

Celebrant:

May the angels lead you into paradise, may the Martyrs
come to welcome you and take you into the holy city,
the new and eternal Jerusalem.
Come to meet him angels of the Lord!
Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.
Eternal rest grant unto him and may perpetual light shine
upon him.

Celebrant:

Let’s go in peace accompanying Reg to his final resting place.

All:

Thanks be to God.
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I know that my Redeemer liveth (Messiah)

Reg’s family wish to thank you
most sincerely for your attendance
here today.
Your expressions of sympathy
and support have been a great comfort
to them at this time.
The family would like you to join them
for the burial at the Bulla Cemetery,
Cemetery Lane, Bulla.
Afterwards, they would like you to
remember Reg with them at
The Cross Keys Hotel,
350 Pascoe Vale Road, Essendon.

