
 Funeral Mass for the Repose
of the soul of

 Michael Gerard Pennefather

29th July 1938  -  8th January 2022



St Peter and Paul’s Church
Doncaster

Tuesday 18�� January 2022
Rosary recited at 2.00 pm
Requiem Mass at 2.30 pm

Celebrants
Father Jerald Mariadas  PP
Father Christian Fini  OMI
Father Kevin Davine  OMI

Father Patrick Maroney  OMI



INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE HYMN   Here I Am Lord
- Sung by Erin Absalom

  accompanied by Linda Neate

I, the Lord of sea and sky
I have heard my people cry
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save
I have made the stars of night
I will make their darkness bright
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

Refrain: Here I am, Lord
Is it I, Lord?
I have heard You calling in the night
I will go, Lord
If You lead me
I will hold Your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of wind and flame
I will tend the poor and lame
I will set a feast for them
My hand will save
Finest bread I will provide
'Til their hearts be satisfied
I will give my life to them
Whom shall I send?

Refrain



GREETING AND INTRODUCTION Father Jerald Mariadas PP

LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE Sean Pennefather

In baptism, Michael received the light of Christ. That light has
guided him throughout his life. May he now enjoy the risen life
with his risen lord.

All:   Amen.

BLESSING OF THE HOLY WATER Lauren Pennefather

In the waters of baptism, Michael died with Christ and rose with
him to a new life. May he now share with him eternal glory.

All:  Amen.

PLACING OF THE PALL Mia Pennefather
 Lee Pennefather

On the day of his Baptism, Michael was clothed in Christ and given
a Christian dignity forever.

All:  May Christ now enfold him in his love and bring him to
 eternal life.



PLACING OF THE SYMBOLS Ron Pennefather, placed by
             Michael’s family
A hockey pennant
Michael was always an active sports person. He played many
sports, mainly hockey through his school years and continued to
play hockey at Croydon and Doncaster well into his forties.
Michael played squash weekly, took up running and was a regular
sight running the local streets throughout the 1970s and 1980s.
One of Michael’s sporting highlights was the marathon he ran
when he was 50. Michael even learnt to swim in his sixties.

School nameplate
Michael’s teaching career spanned over 42 years, 40 of which
were in the service of Catholic education in Melbourne. He held
various roles throughout his career, culminating in the
Deputy Principal position at Mazenod College. Michael was
renowned for his dedication and work ethic. He contributed
greatly to schools as a teacher and leader, and to the broader
education community through various committees and executives
in the Catholic Education Office. He is remembered for a teaching
style that reflected his genuine care and concern for everyone
he worked with and taught.

Service Award
Michael was always an active volunteer and member of his
community. He was engaged in many roles with the Ss Peter
and Paul’s parish and school community after moving to East
Doncaster in 1964. In the 1960s he was a member of APEX.
He joined the Knights of the Southern Cross in 1975, where he
held many roles for over 40 years. On retiring from teaching,
he joined Neighbourhood Watch and also began volunteer work
at St Vincent de Paul’s, working there for over 17 years.



A pitch tuner
Michael loved music. He never formally learnt to play a musical
instrument, but was a strong and passionate singer. He loved to
sing solo and with others, especially if he had an audience! He
sang in many church choirs,  led the parish choir, formed singing
groups with his friends and conducted school choirs throughout
his life. In later years Michael joined and performed with the
Melbournaires.  Michael enjoyed a range of music and would
often play his favourites loudly.

Rosary Beads
Michael had a strong Catholic faith and set of beliefs which guided
him through his life. It was always reflected in his career,
volunteer work and relationships with family, friends and
colleagues. During his last few months he would spark up when
Father Jerald visited for one of his blessings.

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE

A reflection on Michael’s life by Jonathan Pennefather



FIRST READING read by Sean Pennefather

From Timothy 4:6-8
As for me, the time has come for me to be gone. I have fought the
good fight to the end, I have run the race to the finish, I have kept

the faith, all there is to come is the crown of righteousness reserved
for me, which the Load, the Righteous Judge, will give to me on that
day - and not only to me, but also to all those who have longed for
his appearing.

This is the word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM read by Lauren Pennefather
From Psalm 112: 1-7

Praise the Lord!
Happy are those who fear the Lord,
who greatly delight in his commandments.
Their descendants will be mighty in the land.
The generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches are in their houses,
and their righteousness endures forever.

They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
who conduct their affairs with justice.
For the righteous will never be moved.
They will be remembered forever.



GOSPEL: John 14: 1-6

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

All:     And with your spirit.

Celebrant: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.

All:     Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You
have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s house there
are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you
that I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that
where I am you also may be. Where I am going you know the way.”
Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going;
how can we know the way?”
Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.

This is the gospel of the lord.

All:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY



PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL Read by Malcolm Nunis

Celebrant: Almighty God, you have made us for Yourself, and our
     hearts are restless until they rest in you. Hear the

prayers we now make as we give Michael into Your
loving care.

Malcolm: Lord, as we entrust Michael into Your grace. We thank
You for the gift of his life and love for all of us. We pray
that he has found eternal peace and happiness in Your
heavenly home. Lord hear us.

All:     Lord, hear our prayer.

Malcolm: Lord, we pray for all those close to Michael who loved
him dearly and now grieve his passing, especially his
wife Claudia, his children, sisters Patricia and Pam and
all their families. May their strong belief that he is now
at peace be a source of strength and consolation for

 them. Lord hear us.  Lord hear us.

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

Malcolm: Lord, we pray that Michael’s faith in God and his service
to others and his community be an inspiration to all of
us. We thank You for his talents and drive to serve all

 Your children. Lord hear us.

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.



Malcolm: Lord, we pray for all Michael’s many friends and
 relatives, both present and deceased and most

 especially those that are ill. May they find comfort
 during this time in Your promise of eternal life.
 Lord hear us.

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.

Malcolm: Lord, we pray for the welfare of all carers and nurses,
 particularly those from Mercy care and Baptcare who
 in Michael’s final months cared for him as though a
 family member. May their health and lives be enriched
 with Your love and grace. Lord hear us.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Lord God, in the resurrection of your Son. You have
 shown us that life is stronger than death.
 Support us as we travel towards You on our pilgrim
 journey and bring us one day to the fullness of life.
 We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:       Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

OFFERTORY PROCESSION Jane Pennefather
            Rochelle Pennefather

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Celebrant:  At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine
     teaching, we dare to say:

All:    Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy name.
     Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth,
     as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
     And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
     who trespass against us, and lead us not into
     temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Celebrant:  Deliver us Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously
  grant us peace in our days, that, by the help of your
 mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from
  all distress as we await the blessed hope and the
  coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are
  yours, now and forever.



COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN Prayer of Saint Francis
 (Music/lyrics Sebastian Temple)

Sung by Erin Absalom accompanied by Linda Neate

Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is hatred let me bring your love
Where there is injury, your pardon Lord
And where there is doubt true faith in You.

Make me a channel of your peace
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope
Where there is darkness only light
And where there's sadness ever joy.

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of your peace
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned
In giving to all that we receive
And in dying that we are born to eternal life.



MUSICAL REFLECTION  Summertime (Gershwin)
Performed on the Trombone

 by Lauren Pennefather

VISUAL TRIBUTE  Sentimental Journey
Doris Day

Bridge Over Troubled Water
Simon and Garfunkel

FINAL COMMENDATION AND FAREWELL

With faith in Jesus Christ, we reverently bring the body of our
brother Michael to be buried in its human imperfection.
Let us pray with confidence to God, who gives life to all things,
that he will raise up this mortal body to the perfection and the
company of the saints.

May God give him a merciful judgement and forgive all his sins.
May Christ, the Good Shepherd, lead him safely home to be at
peace with God our Father, and may he be happy forever with
all the saints in the presence of the eternal king.



SONG OF FAREWELL

Celebrant: Saints of God, come to his aid!
Hasten to meet him, angels of the Lord.

All:    Receive his soul and present him to God
     the Most High.

Celebrant: May Christ, who called you, take you to himself;
     may angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham.

All:    Receive his soul and present him to God
     the Most High.

Celebrant: Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual
     light shine upon him.

All:    Receive his soul and present him to God
     the Most High.



Celebrant: Father into your hands we commend our brother
 Michael. We are confident that with all who have died
 in Christ, he will be raised to life on the last day and
 live with Christ forever. We thank you for all the
 blessings you gave him in this life to show your fatherly
 care for all of us and the fellowship which is ours with
 the saints in Jesus Christ. Lord, hear our prayer:
 welcome our brother Michael, to paradise and help us
 to comfort each other with the assurance of our faith
 until we all meet in Christ to be with you and with our
 brother Michael for ever.
 We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:   Amen.

Celebrant: May the angels lead you into paradise; may the
martyrs come to welcome you and take you to the
holy city, the new and eternal Jerusalem.



RECESSIONAL MUSIC  The Lord is My Shepherd
Sung by Erin Absalom
accompanied by  Linda Neate

(lyrics taken from the 23rd Psalm, music by Brian Boniwell)

The Lord is my Shepherd, and I want to follow,
wherever he leads me, wherever he goes.
Over the mountains, the waters and by-ways,
valleys and highways he’s waiting for me.

Refrain
I want to go to meet him there,
to lay myself down in his love.
The Lord is my shepherd, and I want to follow,
wherever he leads me, wherever he goes.

And while on the journey to where we are going,
he promised to be there to help us along.
And over the mountains we’ll walk on together,
to know all the wonders he’s given to me

Refrain
I want to go to meet him there,
to lay myself down in his love.
The Lord is my shepherd, and I want to follow,
wherever he leads me, wherever he goes.







Michael’s family wish to thank you
most sincerely for your attendance

here today.

Your expressions of sympathy
and support have been a great comfort

to them at this time.

You are invited to join the family for
refreshments in the parish hall.




